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Proposed Criteria for the Accreditation of Alternative Schools 
 
 
Basis for School Accreditation Composite SOL Pass Rate 
 
The composite SOL pass rate is calculated by adding the number of students who passed each of 
the core content SOL tests and dividing this number by the total number of students taking the 
core content SOL tests.  Many alternative schools have a small number of students testing, and 
small variations in the pass rates in each content area can have a significant (often undesired) 
impact on a school’s accreditation rating. 
 
Performance Target 60% (Composite) 
 
Currently, the state average composite score for alternative schools/programs is approximately 
31%.  Doubling this value over a similar period of time establishes a target that responds to the 
learning needs/goals of students and the various program structures throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Accreditation Ratings for Alternative Schools 

• Full Accreditation = 60%, SOL composite pass rate  
• Provisional Accreditation = Annual improvement of at least 1% in the SOL composite 

pass rate 
• Accredited with Warning = Annual improvement of less than 1% or a reduction in the 

SOL composite pass rate  
 
Implementation Date Achieve Full Accreditation by 2006-07 
 
Currently, 2006-07 is the first year that accreditation can be denied for a school (based on results 
from 2005-06 testing.)   
 
Transfer Students Redefined for Alternative Schools 
  
For purposes of determining the adjusted composite pass rate, students enrolling in an alternative 
school from outside the division or from other schools within the division will be coded as 
transfers if they have been in attendance at the school for fewer than 90 days prior to testing. 
 
 
 
Note:  Any school requesting state accreditation under the guidelines established for alternative 
schools must submit a form/application to the Department of Education for approval.  This 
form/application is to be developed. 
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